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sight in his country, who has been in-
vited to the White House by President 
Trump? 

Well, our country has got to stand up 
for what is great about our country: 
our Constitution and our Bill of 
Rights. President Trump said this is a 
witch hunt. But I want to close by tell-
ing you about a real witch hunt that is 
going on right now on the planet 
Earth. 

And if we were not so distracted by 
the spreading staph infection in the 
White House, we would be able to help 
in terms of this situation. And I refer 
to you an article that was in the news-
paper a couple of days ago in The New 
York Times about the governor of Ja-
karta, one of the largest cities in Indo-
nesia. 
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He is Christian. He is the Governor of 
Jakarta. Someone was running against 
him and said that all the Muslims 
should vote against him because he is 
Christian. They should have to vote for 
a Muslim because the Koran tells them 
to. The governor objected. 

Mr. Basuki said: That is not right. 
The Koran doesn’t say that Muslims 
must vote for Muslims. Muslims can 
vote for me, even though I am a Chris-
tian. 

He was prosecuted, arrested for blas-
phemy against the Koran, against 
Islam, and sentenced to 2 years hard 
time in a maximum security prison in 
Indonesia. 

In America, where we have a First 
Amendment and freedom of conscience, 
free exercise of religion, separation of 
church and State, we got rid of blas-
phemy a long time ago. But now we 
have got a human being—a governor, 
no less—who is in prison for hard time 
in Indonesia, one of our allies. We 
should not let that stand. 

There are hundreds of people all over 
the Earth who are in prison for blas-
phemy or apostasy or heresy—religious 
offenses—and we are saying nothing 
about it. In Russia itself, there were 
just marches a month ago against po-
litical corruption and 
authoritarianism. Tens of thousands of 
people. Our government did nothing. 
Why? Some of them are on the payroll 
of Russian autocrats, and others just 
don’t care. 

We should be on the side of the peo-
ple of Russia who are fighting for de-
mocracy, fighting for religious free-
dom, fighting for human rights. That is 
what America should be about. That is 
what is really at stake here. 

Our government should not be con-
sumed with self-interest and promoting 
people’s corporate agendas. It should 
not be consumed with the personal 
vanity of the President. It should not 
be about private agendas. It should be 
about the public good of the American 
people and standing with democracies 
all over the Earth. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE 
CAUCUS: DIRECTOR COMEY FIRING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) is recog-
nized for the remainder of the hour as 
the designee of the minority leader. 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. LEE). She has been such a cham-
pion on progressive issues for so long. 
BARBARA LEE still speaks for me across 
the country. 

Ms. LEE. Let me thank Congress-
woman JAYAPAL for yielding and for 
holding this important issue on this ex-
istential threat to our democracy. 
Also, I just have to say that she has 
just hit the ground running here on be-
half of the American people, on behalf 
of working men and women, on behalf 
of peace and security in the world, on 
behalf of our democracy. So I thank 
her for her leadership. 

The constant stream of allegations 
and scandals springing from 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue is really quite shock-
ing. I have to admit that, after watch-
ing President Trump fire the FBI Di-
rector who was investigating him, I 
thought things could not get any 
worse. But just days later, President 
Trump blundered into sharing classi-
fied intelligence with Russian officials. 

As the Nation and the world grappled 
with the aftermath of this revelation, 
yet more shocking news was breaking. 
The New York Times has alleged that, 
before he was fired, Director Comey 
was pressured by President Trump to 
shut down an ongoing investigation 
into General Michael Flynn’s possible 
collusion with the Russians. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to be very clear 
with the American people. If The New 
York Times report is true, President 
Trump’s attempts to influence a Fed-
eral probe can only be described in one 
way, and that is obstruction of justice. 
And, yes, we all know obstruction of 
justice is an impeachable offense. 

Right now, one thing, though, is 
crystal clear: The President’s abuse of 
power has plunged this Nation into a 
full-blown constitutional crisis. This 
crisis goes far beyond party interests. 
Every American, Democrat or Repub-
lican, should be concerned by these al-
legations. 

President Trump’s actions have 
threatened national security, the rule 
of law, and the independence of our Na-
tion’s justice system. His actions dis-
honor the Office of the Presidency and 
place this Nation and our allies in dan-
ger. 

The reports of last week underscore 
the need to establish a bipartisan, inde-
pendent commission to get to the bot-
tom of Russian interference in our 
elections once and for all. It is vitally 
important that Director Mueller—and I 
am very pleased that the Department 
of Justice appointed him; this is one 
step in the right direction—be given 
the resources and the autonomy to 
conduct an investigation. 

Unfortunately, President Trump said 
that this investigation is a witch hunt. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The American people deserve to 
know the facts about possible collusion 
between Russia and the Trump cam-
paign. Our democracy must be defended 
at all costs. 

I thank Congresswoman JAYAPAL for 
giving us a chance to speak tonight 
about this very dangerous moment 
that we are in, about Presidential 
abuse, and, really, about the preserva-
tion of our democracy. The Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus continues to 
lead on so many issues that are impor-
tant to this country and to the world. 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
great honor to yield to the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY), who has also been a lead-
er in the Progressive Caucus on so 
many issues, from the death penalty to 
immigration to healthcare. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank Congresswoman 
JAYAPAL and the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus for convening this 1- 
hour discussion about our democracy 
at risk. 

I don’t think it is really an exaggera-
tion that what we are seeing right now 
is our democracy actually under at-
tack. Unfortunately, it is from our own 
White House. 

I think Americans around the coun-
try, regardless of their political party 
or even political persuasion, are kind 
of shaking their head and saying: What 
the heck is going on? 

Every day, there is some sort of a 
new and disturbing revelation. We 
found out that the President of the 
United States just seems to have blurt-
ed out highly, highly classified infor-
mation in a meeting with the Russian 
Ambassador and the Russian Foreign 
Minister—information that was passed 
on, it seems, from the Israelis, but ac-
tually could put some of the people 
who are doing the most delicate work 
on the ground in some danger. And 
then, of course, last week, the Presi-
dent fired the FBI Director, James 
Comey. 

As a Democrat, I certainly have had 
problems in the past with James 
Comey. I think that he helped influ-
ence the outcome of the election. But 
it turns out that on national television 
the President basically admitted, after 
giving various explanations of the fir-
ing, that it came down to the Russian 
investigation. 

Then we find out that James Comey 
actually took notes of a meeting with 
the President where the President 
asked him to drop the investigation of 
General Flynn and his connection to 
the Russians. It is a real question of 
what is going on. 

It was an important step when, yes-
terday, Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein took the important first 
step of appointing a special counsel to 
investigate the Russia connection and 
the relationship between this adminis-
tration of President Trump and the 
Russians. 
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I am really happy. I was on the Intel-

ligence Committee when Robert 
Mueller was the FBI Director. I have to 
tell you that I feel very confident in 
his independence and his integrity. I 
know that he, importantly, would not 
allow the FBI to work with the CIA 
when they wanted to torture people, 
essentially, by using enhanced interro-
gation techniques. So I feel good that 
he is a very good choice. 

But having done that, today I was 
happy to sign a discharge petition to 
create an independent commission that 
would also be looking into even the 
larger picture about what was going on 
with the Russian influence campaign 
involving itself in our elections, and 
then also, what was the connection be-
tween the Trump administration, Don-
ald Trump himself, did they collude on 
influencing the election? 

It is important to do both. They are 
complementary. They don’t do the 
same thing. 

I am going to quote from ADAM 
SCHIFF, who is our ranking Democrat 
on the Intelligence Committee. I think 
he put it really well: ‘‘The value an 
independent commission adds is you 
have a body that is truly independent 
of any political consideration and also 
has all the resources it needs and a sin-
gle focus on the oversight of what Rus-
sia did, how we need to respond in the 
future, and it brings that political 
independence and staff and resources 
on task. So those are two different 
needs, and I think they’re complemen-
tary, not in competition with each 
other.’’ 

The other reason I am very much in 
support not only of the special pros-
ecutor, but of the independent commis-
sion is because, then, Congress has a 
role here. Congress itself is saying— 
hopefully, Republicans and Democrats. 
We have two Republicans right now on 
our discharge petition that would force 
the bill to come to the floor that would 
say that we, together, think that this 
is worthy, our democracy is worthy of 
this kind of in-depth investigation. 

Finally, let me say we would find out 
a lot about the relationship of the 
President and Russia, plus other con-
flicts of interest, if we could see his tax 
returns, like every other President has 
done. Release his tax returns. 

Again, I would hope that this has not 
devolved into strictly a partisan issue. 
All Americans should say: Let us look 
at those ties the President may have in 
countries around the world or with 
companies at home. 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Again, I am very 
pleased as the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus to be able host a Special 
Order every week. We pick a different 
topic every week, for those of you that 
are just beginning to listen. This week 
we want to focus attention on what we 
believe are some of the most serious 
and pressing issues facing our country 
today around the Trump administra-
tion’s ties to Russia, around the firing 
of James Comey, and the many, many 
issues that have come forward over the 

last several months, but certainly in 
the last week. 

Since last Tuesday, we have borne 
witness to a slew of alarming events 
within the White House and the De-
partment of Justice. Last Tuesday 
afternoon, we received word that the 
President had fired FBI Director James 
Comey from his position. 

That position, by the way, is a 10- 
year term. Congress designated it as a 
10-year term specifically to ensure that 
we could protect any administration 
and the entire country against any 
conflict of interest that may come up. 
Obviously, that did not convince the 
President that he should keep Director 
Comey. 

So we heard that he fired him. It 
seems as if each morning we wake up 
to a barrage of firings, tweets, or 
untruths that continue to erode the 
public’s confidence in our democracy. 

So what do we know today? Cer-
tainly, we don’t know enough, but we 
do know that the President fired Direc-
tor Comey under the guise of being 
unsatisfied with how he handled Sec-
retary Hillary Clinton’s email inves-
tigation. 

b 1745 
But if that were the case, then why 

didn’t he fire him months ago? Why 
now? Why did he choose to meet with 
Russian officials the day after firing 
Mr. Comey? 

Mr. Trump’s attempts to use Clin-
ton’s emails to divert attention from 
Comey’s investigation into the cam-
paign’s ties to Russia are, unfortu-
nately, very disingenuous, and I think 
that they are proving to be unsuccess-
ful. 

Despite his claims that Mr. Comey 
was not investigating him, the Presi-
dent must have been concerned about 
what Director Comey would find be-
cause the firing, interestingly, came 
just days after Director Comey had re-
quested additional resources for the in-
vestigation. 

White House officials attempted at 
first to say that the blame for the fir-
ing was Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein’s fault. They said it was at 
his recommendation. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions weighed in on that deci-
sion as well. But, in fact, shortly after, 
the President went on television and 
said that, no, this was his decision re-
gardless of what had been proposed, 
this is where he was going to be. 

On Wednesday, just 1 day after firing 
then-Director Comey, the President 
welcomed the Russian foreign minister, 
Sergey Lavrov; and the Russian Am-
bassador, Sergey Kislyak, into the Oval 
Office for a closed press meeting. Let’s 
not forget that Kislyak met with 
former National Security Advisor Mi-
chael Flynn during the campaign, a 
meeting that Flynn then lied about. I 
think this is very important because 
there were a number of Trump admin-
istration or Trump campaign officials 
that met with Russian officials over 
the course of many months before the 
election. 

Those meetings in and of themselves 
are not a problem. The problem, how-
ever, is that these individuals contin-
ued to lie about those meetings, and 
that makes you wonder: What fire is 
there where the smoke is? Why would 
they lie about these things? 

We certainly don’t know that. We 
have been unable to get the transcripts 
of that conversation because the Presi-
dent has not been willing to release 
them. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
more willing to make that information 
public than our own President, but I 
find it outrageous that President Putin 
would actually propose to be sort of 
the backup of this information for the 
President. We are not looking to Presi-
dent Putin to provide corroboration of 
these meetings. We actually need an 
independent ability to look at the facts 
of this case. 

On Monday, the news exploded with 
reports that the President released 
highly classified information to Lavrov 
and Kislyak during their discussion at 
the White House. This is extremely 
alarming. It is true that the President 
has the right to declassify any infor-
mation, but the information that was 
shared was so sensitive that the United 
States had not even shared it with our 
allies. The President’s decision to di-
vulge that information to foreign offi-
cials—particularly Russian officials 
with whom our relationship is conten-
tious at best—is dangerous and reck-
less. 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
this will hinder our ability to build 
international coalitions to actually be 
able to share information with allies 
who provide that classified information 
to us with the understanding that we 
are going to protect that and guard 
that. Should any classified information 
then be declassified for some reason, it 
is done in consultation with the coun-
try that provided that information and 
with national security advisors. None 
of that happened in this situation. 

President Trump also tweeted during 
the campaign that Hillary Clinton and 
her team were extremely careless in 
their handling of very sensitive and 
highly classified information. So this 
seems like a particular irony. The 
President claimed that Hillary Clin-
ton’s lack of ability to handle classi-
fied information actually made her 
unfit to be President. 

Speaker PAUL RYAN said this: ‘‘It is 
simple: Individuals who are ‘extremely 
careless’ with classified information 
should be denied further access to it.’’ 

Reince Priebus, Trump’s Chief of 
Staff, took it one step further, saying: 
‘‘Those who mishandled classified info 
have had their sec clearances revoked, 
lost their jobs, faced fines, and even 
been sent to prison.’’ 

So this is a situation that we have to 
take extremely seriously. 

Before we could even fully engage 
and vet that news, however, reports 
then came out that President Trump 
had actually asked FBI Director James 
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Comey to drop the investigation into 
Michael Flynn. According to sources 
close to Comey, this request came just 
1 day after Michael Flynn was fired. 
This is truly a new low. If this is true— 
and we are trying to get to the bottom 
of this—it would absolutely constitute 
an obstruction of justice. The Presi-
dent has put obstacle after obstacle in 
the way of any real investigation that 
gives us the information that we need 
to protect our national security and 
the American people. 

In the 118 days since the Trump Pres-
idency began, it has been scandal after 
scandal. The latest events have esca-
lated this crisis to an even higher level. 
As I mentioned, the FBI Director 
serves a 10-year term specifically in 
order to be able to carry out these 
independent investigations free of par-
tisanship or political pressure. The fir-
ing of James Comey and the fact that 
he was asked by the President for loy-
alty—again, this is apparently in Di-
rector Comey’s memo, which we hope 
to be able to see—and to abandon the 
investigation against Michael Flynn 
are extremely serious offenses. They 
hurt our democracy and they hurt our 
country. 

The President has tried to distract us 
time and time again, but we actually 
know that the American people deserve 
better. History smiles kindly on those 
who stand up and put country over 
party and on those who ensure that in 
the darkest of times and the most dif-
ficult of times, the times when we face 
a constitutional crisis, where our Na-
tion wonders what direction we are 
going in, the times when we know that 
the need to preserve the institutions of 
democracy and justice are most nec-
essary, those are the times when we 
need people to speak out on both sides 
of the aisle for the facts, for the truth, 
and for democracy. 

This should not be a partisan issue. 
We are seeing that starting to emerge 
from our colleagues across the aisle. I 
commend those Republicans who have 
begun to ask for information, docu-
ments, and hearings; and I hope that 
more of my colleagues will join us in 
the pursuit of truth and in the pursuit 
of justice. 

Last night we received news that 
Robert Mueller, who is the former FBI 
Director, has been appointed as special 
counsel for the investigation into the 
Trump campaign’s ties with Russia. 
This is an extremely distinguished 
man. He has served the country with 
tremendous success and loyalty, and 
we are hopeful that Mr. Mueller will 
diligently investigate the allegations 
against Michael Flynn and other mem-
bers of the Trump campaign with ve-
racity and free from political influ-
ence. However, we still maintain that 
an independent commission is nec-
essary because a special counsel an-
swers to the Attorney General, who can 
then overrule decisions that they make 
or even fire them at any time. So the 
appointment of Robert Mueller is a 
good first step, but it cannot be the 
last. 

Director Mueller will still be in the 
chain of command under the Trump-ap-
pointed leadership of the Justice De-
partment. He cannot take the place of 
a truly independent outside commis-
sion that is free from Trump’s med-
dling. 

I think that is why it is so important 
that we all join in signing the dis-
charge petition that was introduced 
yesterday by my colleagues, Represent-
ative SWALWELL and Representative 
CUMMINGS, who is the ranking member 
on the Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee. This discharge peti-
tion would essentially allow for a bill 
to move forward that would establish 
an independent commission that we 
could truly trust to seek justice. The 
commission would interview witnesses, 
would obtain documents, would issue 
subpoenas, and would receive public 
testimony in order to examine whether 
or not the Russian Government did, in 
fact, interfere with U.S. elections and 
how they carried that out. 

This is a really crucial step to take 
because it is not only about the short 
term and the immediacy of what is in 
front of us—extremely important, the 
commission would deal with that as 
well—but it is also about how do we en-
sure that these things don’t happen 
again? What did happen, first of all, 
and how do we make sure that we con-
tinue to protect our democracy in the 
face of what 17 independent intel-
ligence agencies said, which is that the 
Russians hacked our election in the 
United States? 

There is a lot we need to understand. 
We need the special counsel, but we 
also need this independent citizen com-
mission not made up of Members of 
Congress, but appointed by the House 
and the Senate leaders of both parties 
in equal numbers so that we could ac-
tually have people who look at this 
from the perspective of all of America 
and not tainted by even the vestiges or 
the appearance of party. 

Apparently when President Trump 
heard that special counsel had been 
named, he laughed out loud, saying 
that this is ‘‘the greatest witch hunt of 
a politician in American history.’’ 

No, Mr. President, we are seeking the 
truth. As the American people have 
shown us, they are not backing down, 
and we will continue to fight for this 
truth. 

Now, in that vein, I also wanted to 
mention that my colleague, Represent-
ative RASKIN, and I actually introduced 
a package of bills that we are calling 
the Trump transparency package. It is 
because we really believe that the 
American people deserve better. We be-
lieve that the American people deserve 
from us transparency. So what this 
package will do is, first, it will clearly 
forbid government officials from ac-
cepting anything of value from foreign 
governments in exchange for an official 
act. It would prohibit government em-
ployees from using their positions to 
further the financial interests of the 
President. It would ensure that the 

President’s press pool continues to 
exist so that the American people re-
ceive honest answers, and it would re-
quire the President and his family to 
publicly report any foreign business 
deals that exceed $10,000. 

These are simple steps. They are not 
egregious and they are not outrageous. 
They would apply to anyone. They are 
not partisan. They are about trans-
parency and accountability so that we 
know that the President of the United 
States and that others in government 
are actually accountable to the Amer-
ican people—not to their financial in-
terests, not to their bank accounts, not 
to their stock portfolios, not to their 
hotels and golf courses, but to the 
American people. We have to hold 
every administration—and certainly 
this one—accountable. So now, more 
than ever, it is our moral duty to de-
fend the Constitution, and this bill 
package goes a step in the right direc-
tion. 

So I hope that all of my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle would actu-
ally cosponsor the Trump transparency 
package with us so that we can con-
tinue to fight for the American people, 
for democracy, and for the notion that 
America is willing to question itself 
and for the notion that America is will-
ing to always put our hands on that 
moral arc of the universe to push it 
more quickly towards justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). Members are reminded to refrain 
from engaging in personalities toward 
the President and are further reminded 
to address their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF 
MILITARY FORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LEE) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, first, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today, along with my colleagues, to 
talk about restoring Congress’ con-
stitutional oversight on matters of war 
and peace. I invite all of my colleagues 
to join me in demanding that this 
House immediately repeal the 2001 Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force. 

Nearly 16 years ago, Congress passed 
an open-ended, blank check for endless 
war. This authorization gives any 
President the authority to wage limit-
less war at any time, anywhere, for any 
reason in perpetuity. The vote to relin-
quish our constitutional authority oc-
curred just 3 days after the horrific ter-
rorist attacks on 9/11. The American 
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